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President’s Message– Spring . . . 
The definition of neighbour includes “any person in need of one’s help or kindness”. This continued to be 
evident over the winter in Chautauqua. It included someone getting medical attention for a neighbour who 
broke her ankle falling on an icy street and someone taking the garbage to the street for a neighbour with a 
broken arm and shovelling snow from other’s driveways and babysitting a neighbour’s cat and sharing the 
grief of a lost one and picking up mail and groceries for someone sick … the list of neighbours helping 
neighbours goes on. Chautauqua is home to over 200 ‘neighbours’.  

One of the Chautauqua Resident’s Association current objectives is “To preserve, enhance and maintain 
the Chautauqua area as a residential neighbourhood.” The CRA Directors (your neighbours) have been 
active this term in meeting all the objectives of the CRA. Thank you to the many of you who have given of 
your time and also to those that provided input and feedback to us. My request to all members is to set 
aside an hour of your time and attend the CRA Annual General Meeting next month, scheduled for Monday 
May 30th. In addition to meeting with your neighbours, there are decisions that need to be made by you, the 
members, that require a quorum of members to attend. 

For the CRA to be an effective representative of the community we need a breadth of residents as members. 
We encourage all residents to be part of CRA so that all voices can be heard. If you have any questions or 
ideas email mail me at chautauquaresidents2021@gmail.com.  

Brian Crow 
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Chautauqua Residents’ Assoc. Annual General Meeting  
The Board of Directors have set Monday, May 30 at 7:00 pm for the 2022 Annual General Meeting.  Set 
aside the date and plan to attend as there are a number of important issues on the agenda.  Details will 
follows.  

 

 

Piping Down the Sun: 
The Board of Directors are working on a Piping Down the Sun event for June 22 at sunset in Ryerson Park.  
This will be a relaxed evening to come and enjoy a quiet night at the park with a piper to pipe down the 
sun.  Plan to attend and bring your lawn chair.   

 
 
Neighbourhood notes: 
Lake Level update (April 8, 2022) from Ron Simkus (NOTL Resident) 
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Meet your neighbours . . . 
 
Marion and Peter Barwell and Pippa Barwell 
 

 

Marion and Peter Barwell have lived in Niagara-on-
the-Lake for 19 years.  They came from Cheshire, 
England, when Peter retired from his job in 
Amsterdam.  He had done the commute from 
Cheshire to Amsterdam every Monday to Friday, so 
moving across the sea to NOTL was nothing to 
these experienced travellers.  They chose NOTL 
because their daughter, Claudia, had come over for 
a couple of summers to work first at a B & B and 
then Box Office at the Shaw Festival.  Ten years 
later the Barwells emigrated to NOTL as  they 
thought it was less crowded than Europe.   
 
They started a B & B of their own on Queen Street 
and then Niagara Blvd.  A couple of the interesting 
guests that they hosted included:  Chris Fennimore 
(a PBS tv chef) and John Turner, the former Prime 
Minister. They finally retired to Chautauqua.   

 

 
Both the Barwells threw themselves into volunteer 
work in the Shaw Guild.  Peter spent six years on 
the Executive Committee culminating in the role of 
President of the Guild 2011-2012 and Marion 
happily announced that she was the power behind 
the throne.  Both continue to volunteer with the 
Shaw Guild.  
 
Their daughter Pippa Barwell, lives with them. She 
works at the Shaw Festival and is a talented artist.  
See pictures. Her creations can also be found on her 
Instagram account @pippabarwell and in the Shaw 
Festival SHAWP.   
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Gwen and David Laing 
 

 

Gwen and David Laing moved to Chautauqua from 
Mississauga in July 2016.  They had been coming to 
NOTL since 1974 and each time they left, they said 
“why are we leaving”.   
 
Chautauqua, however, had not been on their radar, 
despite all their research.  They had a great real estate 
agent, who called them one day and said that they 
had to get to NOTL ASAP as he had a house that 
ticked all their boxes.  They toured the house and 
within the hour that they were there, they put in an 
offer.  Gwen and David love their neighborhood and 
say that when they moved in, they could barely get 
unpacked for all the neighbors stopping by to 
introduce themselves.  They say that when they go 
for a walk, it takes them an hour and a half just to get 
to the water as they are stopping, chatting and 
imbibing.   
 

 
2016 Mustang GT 

Gwen and David are members of two car clubs – the 
Niagara Mustang club and the Ontario Mustang: 
Niagara Crew. The club members get together to 
have luncheons and “cruise nights” in various 
locations.  One of their “cruises” was past the 
Niagara Long Term Care home to the delight of 
patients and staff who waved and cheered as they 
drove past. David takes great care with this car and it 
was still covered by its duvet in the garage at the time 
of this interview (soon to be released into the better 
weather).  
 
Gwen is still working part-time as an RN in an oral 
dental surgery office.  She intends to retire this year.  
David retired in 2019 from his VP of Operations 
position in a hi-end mens’ clothing manufacturer.  
Joe Carter wore one of their suits in the 1992 Parade 
for the Blue Jays when they won the World Series.  
 
Both the Laings have thrown themselves into 
volunteer work in the community  - the Shaw Guild, 
the Ambassador program, NOTL museum and the 
Pumphouse.   
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The Chautauqua Park Podcast 

 

 
The Chautauqua Park Podcast 
started as an idea between Matt 
Finlin (Chautauqua resident 
since 2020) and Adam Martin 
(fellow NOTLer).  The initial 
idea for the podcast came in 
four steps.   
 
First, we discussed how 
“Chautauqua Park” would be a 
great band name.  Then, Matt 
made Chautauqua Park 
sweatshirts in honor of this 
fictitious band.  Third, we  

thought about forming this band, but quickly acknowledged we are not musicians.  So finally, we landed on 
the idea that we should create a NOTL-based podcast and call it “Chautauqua Park”.  While the origins are 
curious, the idea made sense.  Matt’s experience in media production is ideal for structuring and producing 
a high-quality podcast, and the history and culture surrounding Chautauqua and NOTL is compelling for an 
audience of residents and visitors.  So we sat down at “Shakespeare Studios” and went for it.   
 
Our run as Chautauqua Park hosts has been modest thus far, in equal parts because of COVID and young 
families.  Though we have packed some fun things into Season 1 episodes:  a venture into the history of 
Chautauqua, pairing wine and chips at Konzelman Estate Winery, and exploring the wild history of people 
going over Niagara Falls in a barrel.  Along the way, we’ve also been fortunate to link our podcast with 
some fun Chautauqua-based community events, including a “guest appearance” at Jane’s Walk in Niagara-
on-the-Lake (led by Chautauqua community members Jo-Ann Fraser and Dawn Fieldhouse).  Lord Mayor 
Betty Disero joined us for an interview during our first ever “Chautauqua Park Holiday Special”; this 
episode was ultimately motivated by the 2021 NOTL Candlelight Stroll being held in honor of Chautauqua-
resident Devon Botbyl.   
 
The plan is to get back into Shakespeare Studios for Season 2 early in 2022.  An interview with Shaw actor 
Martin Happer is in the works; we plan to explore films made in NOTL and have an episode around the 
NOTL media landscape.  Of course, discussions about the food and drink scene in NOTL always remain 
high on the “we should do an episode on that” list.   
 

The plan with Chautauqua Park has always been to learn more about the 
neighbourhood and NOTL.  We hope our podcast continues to do that in 
a fun and entertaining way for years to come.   
 
Find time to listen to Matt and Adam.  Their website is notlpod.com.  
You can listen to the podcast on the website or on Apple Podcasts or 
Spotify!   
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Update:  CRA Advisory Committee on Short Term Rentals 
Following the preparation and issuance (on March 15) to the CRA members of a report drafted by the 
Committee, the Board of Directors discussed the following:  
 

1.  recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Short Term Rentals;  
2.  input received from CRA members;  
3.  discussion with the Town;  
4.  the report of the Town’s Advisory Committee; and  
5.  other information available.  
 

The Board then approved a submission which was presented to the Council’s Committeee of the Whole on 
March 21st.  Our submission has heightened discussion on STRs both in the community and at the Town.   
 
We appreciate the comments received from residents, including those from a local STR. 
 
History of Chautauqua (excerpt from an article written by Margaret Peake Benton) 
 
The magnificent Chautauqua Hotel was once one of Niagara’s popular summer resorts and the centre of 
social activities in the Chautauqua area.  Rates at the Hotel Chautauqua ranged from $2.00 to $2.50 per 
day, $10.00 to $14.00 per week.  Recreational facilities included a bowling green, tennis courts, croquet 
lawn and baseball diamond.  There was a wide bathing beach, and boat houses from which boats could be 
rented.  The hotel was destroyed in a spectacular fire in August, 1909.   
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Helmi’s History (Chapter 2)- arriving in Chautauqua 
 

 
 
Helmi and Hermann Moehl loved the outdoors.  They camped in Alquonquin Park, but tragedy struck on a 
trip home from camping.  Helmi was driving and their baby was on Hermann’s lap (in those days no car 
seats).  They were hit head on by another car.  The other driver was found guilty of gross negligence and 
the case is still a legal precedent (Moehl et al. v. Nutbean).   
 
Helmi was taken to the Alliston hospital where she remained for a long time.  Their baby died.  Hermann 
recovered quickly as he had minor injuries.  He wanted to stay with Helmi but there were no rentals 
available in Alliston.  Helmi wants everyone to know how kind the Canadian people were to this immigrant 
couple.  The doctor who operated on Helmi, took Hermann home with him and let him stay in his guest 
room.  When it was time for Hermann to return to work in Niagara Falls, Helmi was still not well enough to 
return with him.  Their car had been written off in the crash.  An Alliston pharmacist learned of their plight 
and he lent his car to Hermann so that he could travel to Niagara Falls to work and then return to Helmi in 
Alliston for the weekends.  The doctor’s wife visited Helmi every day because Hermann was at work 
through the week.  Helmi’s hospital room was full of flowers.  Her Niagara Falls landlady had seen the 
accident on tv.  It had been so severe that it was on the news.  The landlady was part of the Niagara Falls 
hospital auxiliary and she contacted the Alliston Hospital auxiliary and asked them to take care of the lady 
from Europe; thus the room full of flowers.  The doctor’s wife bought a puppy for Helmi and she and 
Hermann brought it to the hospital in a hockey bag to cheer up Helmi.  The doctor’s wife kept it for her 
until she could leave hospital.   
 
When Helmi was finally well enough to return to their flat in Niagara Falls, they had to move because 
Helmi could not manage the stairs with her casts.  A colleague of Hermann’s picked him up every day for 
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work – he lived in Niagara-on-the-Lake and this is how they found their home.  They started on Rye Street 
but then found their house in Chautauqua, which they moved into in 1971.  The house was dilapidated but 
Hermann renovated it.  Hermann was studying in Buffalo to get his Master of Science degree recognized in 
U.S./ Canada plus working on the house and doing English classes.  Helmi was studying French and 
German at Brock University.  She was worried about starting classes as she still had, what Helmi called 
Frankenstein stiches on her face from the accident, but she was accepted by her fellow students at Brock.   
 
Helmi and Hermann had two more children – both daughters.  They grew up in Chautauqua and played in 
One-Mile Creek – skating in the winter.  Both girls have moved away and live with their respective 
families in Ancaster and Victoria.   
 
Helmi started painting.  She said that Tony Ackerman pushed her to paint.  He had workshops and classes.  
She used to make a calendar every year with pictures of her art and send them to friends and family.   
 
Hermann died unexpectedly in 2016, while playing tennis.  Helmi continues to live in their Chautauqua 
home and has her mah jong table always set and ready for friends who stop by to visit.  
 
 
Shane Sherlock – by his friend Kurt Hamm 
 
I really don’t know where to start and I am not much of a writer but I think fond memories are important. 
Shane and I were pretty close. We had some great times together and we had some really bad times 
together. We worked together and played together. I also married his sister. I think the first time I met my 
buddy Shane was at church. His mother would drop him and his sister off for Sunday school. He was a bit 
of a wild child, doing his own thing. Not really falling in line. He came by that honestly. Life was not a 
picket fence and a rose garden. He was raised by his mother and in part by his Nanna (Flo) and Uncle Moe.  
 
He really did not like authority much but loved and respected the people who had his back. I think Shane 
sometimes felt alone in this world only because no one (except possibly his sister) shared the experiences 
he did. Tragedy, trauma and abuse. Shane was invincible though and carried on.  He was even hit by a 
car(!?!) on Creek road when he was a child.  So when I heard the sad news I just could not believe it. Shane 
had nine lives. Shane struggled with many things and his perspective of life was different than mine but I 
loved him. I respected his position because I felt I knew where it was coming from. Shane played every 
sport he could. He did so many crazy things like wear a dress to high school, just because. He was tough, 
determined and head strong but faithful, honest and helpful. A man I would want in my foxhole.  A man I 
was happy to be around.  
 
Shane then one day became a reasonably responsible adult. Surprising to all of us!?! ;) He loved his kids 
and he loved his town. No one got more out of this town than Shane. He wasn’t hanging at The Prince 
having cocktails but rather on his bike exploring the orchards and vineyards with his kids. Every trail, every 
sidewalk and every park was his to travel. They covered every square inch of this town. Twice! He taught 
me so much about appreciating your surroundings and man, when you live in Niagara there is a lot to be 
thankful for! Shane was a good friend. We didn’t always agree but we listened to each other and respected 
each other. He helped me get through some bad times with his different yet honest point of view. It made 
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you think just a little differently about things, which is always good and relative. I would like to believe 
that I helped him out once or twice as well.  
 

 

Shane loved his family and spent all 
the time he could with them. Shane 
loved this town and spent all the time 
he could in it. Shane was my friend 
and I loved him. As the tears roll down 
my cheeks I want to thank him for 
being in my life. This community is 
going to miss that little brat but his 
family will miss him more.  
 
Rest In Peace my friend! You deserve 
the tranquility. Your impact on all of 
our lives will remain.  
 
With love,  
Kurt 
 

 
 
 
Chautauqua Residents’ Association Website 
 
Coming Soon…… Expect an E-Blast 
 
 
Chautauqua Residents’ Association? 
 

If you know of a neighbour that is not yet a member, encourage them to join. There is strength in numbers.  
Any questions on membership contact Margot Devlin at chautauquaresidents2021@gmail.com.  

Do you know someone that should be highlighted in the Chautauqua Residents’ Association Newsletter?  Is 
it you?  Would you like to be interviewed for the newsletter?  Please contact Margot Devlin at 
chautauquaresidents2021@gmail.com.  


